
Purpose of this Form.

This form is for a person who is in the United States to apply to adjust to
permanent resident status or register for permanent residence while in the U.S. It
may also be used by certain Cuban nationals to request a change in the date
their permanent residence began.

Who May File.

Based on an immigrant petition. You may apply to adjust your status if:

• • an immigrant visa number is immediately available to you based on an
approved immigrant petition; or

• • you are filing this application with a complete relative, special immigrant
juvenile, or special immigrant military petition which if approved, would make an
immigrant visa number immediately available to you.

Based on being the spouse or child of another adjustment applicant or of a person
granted permanent residence. You may apply to adjust status if you are the spouse
or child of another adjustment applicant, or of a lawful permanent resident, if the
relationship existed when that person was admitted as a permanent resident in
an immigrant category which allows derivative status for spouses and children.

Based on admission as the fiance(e) of a U.S. citizen and subsequent marriage to
that citizen. You may apply to adjust status if you were admitted to the U.S. as the
K-1 fiance(e) of a U.S. citizen and married that citizen within 90 days of your
entry. If you were admitted as the K-2 child of such a fiance(e), you may apply
based on your parent's adjustment application.

Based on asylum status.

You may apply to adjust status if you have been granted asylum in the U.S. and
are eligible for asylum adjustment [Note: In most cases you become eligible after
being physically present in the U.S. for one year after the grant of asylum if you
still qualify as a refugee or as the spouse or child of refugee.]

Based on Cuban citizenship or nationality. You may apply to adjust status if:

• you are a native or citizen of Cuba, were admitted or paroled into the U.S. alter
January 1, 1959, and thereafter have been physically present in the U.S. for at
least one year; or

• you are the spouse or unmarried child of a Cuban described above, and you
were admitted or paroled after January 1, 1959. and thereafter have been
physically present in the U.S. for at least one year.

Based on continuous residence since before January 1, 1972. You may apply for



permanent residence if you have continuously resided in the U.S. since before
January 1, 1972.

Other basis of eligibility. If you are not included in the above categories, but believe
you may be eligible for adjustment or creation of record of permanent residence,
contact your local INS office.

Applying to change the date your permanent residence began. If you were granted
permanent residence in the U.S. prior to November 6, 1966, and are a native or
citizen of Cuba, his or her spouse or unmarried minor child, you may ask to
change the date your lawful permanent residence began to your date of arrival in
the U.S. or May 2, 1964, whichever is later.

Persons Who Are Ineligible. Unless you are applying for creation of record based on
continuous residence since before 1/1/72, or adjustment of status under a
category in which special needs apply (such as asylum adjustment, Cuban
adjustment, special immigrant juvenile adjustment, or special immigrant military
personnel adjustment), you are not eligible for adjustment of status if any of the following
apply to you:

• • you entered the U.S. in transit without a visa;

• • you entered the U.S. as a nonimmigrant crewman;

• • you were not admitted or paroled following inspection by an immigration officer;

• • your authorized stay expired before you filed this application, you were
employed in the U.S., prior to filing this application, without INS authorization, or
you otherwise failed to maintain your nonimmigrant status, other than through no
fault of your own or for technical reasons; unless you are applying because you
are an immediate relative of a U.S. citizen (parent, spouse, widow, widower, or
unmarried child under 21 years old), a K-1 fiance(e) or K-2 fiance(e) dependent
who married the U.S. petitioner within 90 days of admission, or an "H" or "I"
special immigrant (foreign medical graduates, international organization
employees or their derivative family members);

• • you are or were a J-1 or J-2 exchange visitor, are subject to the two-year
foreign residence requirement, and have not complied with or been granted a
waiver of the requirement;

• • you have A, E or G nonimmigrant status, or have an occupation which would
allow you to have this status, unless you complete Form I-508 (I-508F for French
nationals) to waive diplomatic rights, privileges and immunities, and if you are an
A or G nonimmigrant, unless you submit a completed Form I-566;

• • you were admitted to Guam as a visitor under the Guam visa waiver program;



• • you were admitted to the U.S. as a visitor under the Visa Waiver Pilot Program,
unless you are applying because you are an immediate relative of a U.S. citizen
(parent, spouse, widow, widower, or unmarried child under 21 years old);

• • you are already a conditional permanent resident; • you were admitted as a K-1
fiance(e) but did not marry the U.S. citizen who filed the petition for you, or were
admitted as the K-2 child of a fiance(e) and your parent did not marry the U.S.
citizen who filed the petition.

General Filing Instructions.
Please answer all questions by typing or clearly printing in black ink. Indicate that
an item is not applicable with "N/A". If the answer is "none", write "none". If you
need extra space to answer any item, attach a sheet of paper with your name
and your alien registration number (A#), if any, and indicate the number of the
item to which the answer refers. You must file your application with the required
Initial Evidence. Your application must be properly signed and filed with the
correct fee. If you are under 14 years of age, your parent or guardian may sign
your application.

Translations. Any foreign language document must be accompanied by a full
English translation which the translator has certified as complete and correct, and
by the translator's certification that he or she is competent to translate from the
foreign language into English.

Copies. If these instructions state that a copy of a document may be filed with this
application, and you choose to send us the original, we may keep the original for
our records.

Initial Evidence.

You must file your application with following evidence:

• Birth certificate. Submit a copy of your birth certificate or other record of your
birth.

• Photos. Submit two (2) identical natural color photographs of yourself, taken
within 30 days of this application [Photos muse have a white background, be
unmounted, printed on thin paper, and be glossy and unretouched. They must
show a three-quarter frontal profile showing the right side of your face, with your
right ear visible and with your head bare. You may wear a headdress if required
by a religious order of which you are a member. The photos must be no larger
than 2 X 2 inches, with the distance from the top of the head to just below the
chin about 1 and 1/4 inches. Lightly print your A# (or your name if you have no
A#) on the back of each pilot, using a pencil.].

• Fingerprints. Submit a complete set of fingerprints on Form FD-258 if you are



between the ages of 14 and 75 [Do not bend, fold or crease the fingerprint chart.
You should complete the information on the top of the chart and write your A# (if
any) in the space marked "Your no. OCA" or "Miscellaneous no MNU". You
should not sign the chart until you have been fingerprinted, or are told to sign by
the person who takes your fingerprints. The person who takes your fingerprints
must also sign the chart and write his/her title and the date you are fingerprinted
in the space provided on the chart. You may be fingerprinted by police, sheriff, or
INS officials or other reputable person or organization. You should call the police,
sheriff, organization or INS office before you go there, since some offices do not
take fingerprints or may take fingerprints only at certain times.].

• Medical Examination. Submit a medical examination report on the form you have
obtained from INS [Not required if you are applying for creation of record based
on continuous residence since before 1/1/72, or if you are a K-1 fiance(e) or K-2
dependent of a fiance(e) who had a medical examination within the past year as
required for the nonimmigrant fiance(e) visa.].

• Form G-325A, Biographic Information Sheet. You must submit a completed G-
325A if you are between 14 and 79 years of age.

• Evidence of status. Submit a copy of your Form I-94, Nonimmigrant
Arrival/Departure Record, showing your admission to the U.S. and current status,
or other evidence of your status.

• Employment letter/Affidavit of Support. Submit a letter showing you are employed
in a job that is not temporary, an affidavit of support from a responsible person in
the U.S., or other evidence that shows that you are not likely to become a public
charge [Not required if you are applying for creation of record based on
continuous residence since before 1/1/72, asylum adjustment, or a Cuban or a
spouse or unmarried child of a Cuban who was admitted after 1/1/59].

• Evidence of eligibility.

• Based on an immigrant petition. Attach a copy of the approval notice for an
immigrant petition which makes a visa number immediately available to
you, or submit a complete relative, special immigrant juvenile, or special
immigrant military petition which, if approved, will make a visa number
immediately available to you.

• Based on admission as the K-1 fiance(e) of a U.S. citizen and subsequent marriage
to that citizen. Attach a copy of the fiance(e) petition approval notice and a
copy of your marriage certificate.

• Based on asylum status. Attach a copy of the letter or Form I-94 which
shows the date you were granted asylum.



• Based on continuous residence In the U.S. since before 1/1/72. Attach copies of
evidence that shows continuous residence since before 1/1/72.

• Based on Cuban citizenship or nationality. Attach evidence of your citizenship
or
nationality, such as a copy of your passport, birth certificate or travel
document.

• Based on you being the spouse or child of another adjustment applicant or person
granted permanent residence based on issuance of an immigrant visa. File your
application with the application of that other applicant, or with evidence it
is pending with the Service or has been approved, or evidence your
spouse or parent has been granted permanent residence based on an
immigrant visa and:

• If you are approving as the spouse of that person, also attach a
copy of your marriage certificate and copies of documents showing
the legal termination of all other marriages by you and your spouse;
or

• If you are applying as the child of that person, also attach a copy
of your birth certificate, and, if the other person is not your natural
mother, copies of evidence, (such as a marriage certificate and
documents showing the legal termination of all other marriages,
and an adoption decree), to demonstrate that you qualify as his or
her child.

• Other basis for eligibility. Attach copies of documents proving that you
are eligible for the classification.

Where To File.

File this application at the local INS office having jurisdiction over your place of
residence.

Fee. The fee for this application is $120, except that it is $95 if you are less than
14 years old. The fee must be submitted in the exact amount It cannot be
refunded. DO NOT MAIL CASH. All checks and money orders must be drawn on
a bank or other institution located in the United States and must be payable in
United States currency. The check or money order should be made payable to
the Immigration and Naturalization Service except that:

• • If you live in Guam, and are filing this application in Guam, make your check or
money order payable to the "Treasurer, Guam."



• • If you live in the Virgin Islands, and are filing this application in the Virgin
Islands, make your check or money order payable to the "Commissioner of
Finance of the Virgin Islands."

Checks are accepted subject to collection. An uncollected chock will render the
application and any document issued invalid. A charge of $5.00 will be imposed if
a check in payment of a fee is not honored by the bank on which it is drawn.

Processing Information.

Acceptance. Any application that is not signed, or is not accompanied by the
correct fee, will be rejected with a notice that the application is deficient. You may
correct the deficiency and resubmit the application. An application is not
considered properly filed until accepted by the Service.

Initial processing. Once an application has been accepted, it will be checked for
completeness, including submission of the required initial evidence. If you do not
completely fill out the form, or file it without required initial evidence, you will not
establish a basis for eligibility, and we may deny your application.

Requests for more information. We may request more information or evidence. We
may also request that you submit the originals of any copy. We will return these
originals when they are no longer required.

Interview. After you file your application you will be notified to appear at an INS
office to answer questions about the application. You will be required to answer
these questions under oath or affirmation. You must bring your Arrival-Departure
Record (Form I-94) and any passport to the interview.

Decision. You will be notified in writing of the decision on your application.

Travel Outside the U.S. If you plan to leave the U.S. to go to any other country,
including Canada or Mexico, before a decision is made on your application,
contact the INS office processing your application before you leave. In many
cases, leaving the U.S. without advance written permission will result in
automatic termination of your application. Also, you may experience difficulty
upon returning to the U.S. if you do not have written permission to reenter.

Penalties. If you knowingly and willfully falsify or conceal a material fact or submit a
false document with this request, we will deny the benefit you are filing for, and
may deny any other immigration benefit. In addition, you will face severe
penalties provided by law, and may be subject to criminal prosecution.

Privacy Act Notice. We ask for the information on this form, and associated
evidence, to determine if you have established eligibility for the immigration
benefit you are filing for. Our legal right to ask for this information is in 8 USC
1255 and 1259. We may provide this information to other government agencies.



Failure to provide this information, and any requested evidence, may delay a final
decision or result in denial of your request.

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice. We try to create forms and instructions that are
accurate, can be easily understood, and which impose the least possible burden
on you to provide us with information. Often this is difficult because some
immigration laws are very complex. The estimated average time to complete and
file this application is computed as follows: (1) 20 minutes to learn about the law
and form, (2) 25 minutes to complete the form; and (3) 270 minutes to assemble
and file the application, including the required interview and travel time; for a total
estimated average of 5 hours and 15 minutes per application. If you have
comments regarding the accuracy of this estimate, or suggestions for making this
form simpler, you can write to both the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
425 l Street, N.W., Room 5304, Washington D.C. 20536, and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project, OMB No. 1115-0053,
Washington, D.C 20503.


