
INSTRUCTIONS

Purpose of This Form. This form is for use to apply to become a naturalized
citizen of the United States.

Who May File. You may apply for naturalization if:

· you have been a lawful permanent resident for five years;

· you have been a lawful permanent resident for three years, have been married
to a United States citizen for those three years, and continue to be married to
that U.S. citizen;

· you are the lawful permanent resident child of United States citizen parents; or

· you have qualifying military service.

Children under 18 may automatically become citizens when their parents
naturalize. You may inquire at your local Service office for further information. If
you do not meet the qualifications listed above but believe that you are eligible
for naturalization, you may inquire at your local Service office for additional
information.

General Instructions. Please answer all questions by typing or clearly printing in
black ink. Indicate that an item is not applicable with "N/A". If an answer is
"none," write "none". If you need extra space to answer any item, attach a sheet
of paper with your name and your alien registration number (A#), if any, and
indicate the number of the item.

Every application must be properly signed and filed with the correct fee. If you
are under 18 years of age, your parent or guardian must sign the application.

If you wish to be called for your examination at the same time as another person
who is also applying for naturalization, make your request on a separate cover
sheet. Be sure to give the name and alien registration number of that person.

Initial Evidence Requirements. You must file your application with the following
evidence:

A copy of your alien registration card.

Photographs. You must submit two color photographs of yourself taken within 30
days of this application. These photos must be glossy, unretouched and
unmounted, and have a white background. Dimension of the face should be
about 1 inch from chin to top of hair. Face should be 3/4 frontal view of right side
with right ear visible. Using pencil or felt pen, lightly print name and A#, if any,



on the back of each photo. This requirement may be waived by the Service if you
can establish that you are confined because of age or physical infirmity.

Fingerprints. If you are between the ages of 14 and 75, you must submit your
fingerprints on Form FD-258. Fill out the form and write your Alien Registration
Number in the space marked "Your No. OCA" or "Miscellaneous No. MNU".
Take the chart and these instructions to a police station, sheriff's office or an
office of this Service, or other reputable person or organization for fingerprinting.
(You should contact the police or sheriff's office before going there since some
of these offices do not take fingerprints for other government agencies.) You
must sign the chart in the presence of the person taking your fingerprints and
have that person sign his her name, title, and the date in the space provided. Do
not bend, fold, or crease the fingerprint chart.

U.S. Military Service. If you have ever served in the Armed Forces of the United
States at any time, you must submit a completed Form G-325B. If your
application is based on your military service you must also submit Form N-426,
"Request for Certification of Military or Naval Service."

Application for Child. If this application is for a permanent resident child of U.S.
citizen parents, you must also submit copies of the child's birth certificate, the
parents' marriage certificate, and evidence of the parents' U.S. citizenship. If the
parents are divorced, you must also submit the divorce decree and evidence that
the citizen parent has legal custody of the child.

Where to File. File this application at the local Service office having jurisdiction
over your place of residence.

Fee. The fee for this application is $90.00. The fee must be submitted in the
exact amount. It cannot be refunded. DO NOT MAIL CASH.

All checks and money orders must be drawn on a bank or other institution
located in the United States and must be payable in United States currency. The
check or money order should be made payable to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, except that:

· If you live in Guam, and are filing this application in Guam, make your check or
money order payable to the "Treasurer, Guam."

· If you live in the Virgin Islands, and are filing this application in the Virgin
Islands, make your check or money order payable to the "Commissioner of
Finance of the Virgin Islands." Checks are accepted subject to collection. An
uncollected check will render the application and any document issued invalid. A
charge of $5.00 will be imposed if a check in payment of a fee is not honored by
the bank on which it is drawn.



Processing Information. Rejection. Any application that is not signed or is not
accompanied by the proper fee will be rejected with a notice that the application
is deficient. You may correct the deficiency and resubmit the application.
However, an application is not considered properly filed until it is accepted by
the Service.

Requests for more information. We may request more information or evidence.
We may also request that you submit the originals of any copy. We will return
these originals when they are no longer required.

Interview. After you file your application, you will be notified to appear at a
Service office to be examined under oath or affirmation. This interview may not
be waived. If you are an adult, you must show that you have a knowledge and
understanding of the history, principles, and form of government of the United
States. There is no exemption from this requirement. You will also be examined
on your ability to read, write, and speak English. If on the date of your
examination you are more than 50 years of age and have been a lawful
permanent resident for 20 years or more, or you are 55 years of age and have
been a lawful permanent resident for at least 15 years, you will be exempt from
the English language requirements of the law. If you are exempt, you may take
the examination in any language you wish.

Oath of Allegiance. If your application is approved, you will be required to take
the following oath of allegiance to the United States in order to become a citizen:
"I hereby declare, on oath, that l absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, of
whom or which l have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and
defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all
enemies, foreign and domestic; that l will bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that l will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the
law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the armed forces of the United
States when required by the law; that l will perform work of national importance
under civilian direction when required by the law; and that l take this obligation
freely without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God."

If you cannot promise to bear arms or perform noncombatant service because of
religious training and belief, you may omit those statements when taking the
oath. "Religious training and belief" means a person's belief in relation to a
Supreme Being involving duties superior to those arising from any human
relation, but does not include essentially political, sociological, or philosophical
views or merely a personal moral code.
Oath ceremony. You may choose to have the oath of allegiance administered in
a ceremony conducted by the Service or request to be scheduled for an oath
ceremony in a court that has jurisdiction over the applicant's place of residence.
At the time of your examination you Will be asked to elect either form of



ceremony. You will become a citizen on the date of the oath ceremony and the
Attorney General will issue a Certificate of Naturalization as evidence of United
States citizenship.

If you wish to change your name as part of the naturalization process, you will
have to take the oath in court.

Penalties. If you knowingly and willfully falsify or conceal a material fact or
submit a false document with this request, we will deny the benefit you are filing
for, and may deny any other immigration benefit. In addition, you will face severe
penalties provided by law, and may be subject to criminal prosecution.

Privacy Act Notice. We ask for the information on this form, and associated
evidence, to determine if you have established eligibility for the immigration
benefit you are filing for. Our legal right to ask for this information is in 8 USC
1439, 1440, 1443, 1445, 1446, and 1452. We may provide this information to
other government agencies. Failure to provide this information, and any
requested evidence, may delay a final decision or result in denial of your
request.

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice. We try to create forms and instructions that are
accurate, can be easily understood, and which impose the least possible burden
on you to provide us with information. Often this is difficult because some
immigration laws are very complex. Accordingly, the reporting burden for this
collection of information is computed as follows: (1) learning about the law and
form, 20 minutes; (2) completing the form, 25 minutes; and (3) assembling and
filing the application (includes statutory required interview and travel time, after
filing of application), 3 hours and 35 minutes, for an estimated average of 4
hours and 20 minutes per response. If you have comments regarding the
accuracy of this estimate, or suggestions for making this form simpler, you can
write to both the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 425 I Street, N.W.,
Room 5304, Washington, D.C. 20536; and the Office of Management and
Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project, OMB No. 1115- 0009, Washington, D.C.
20503.


